
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                          SEPTEMBER 4, 2016 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – SIXTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 248 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, you make me aware.  I would like you to make 
me more aware of those things that I think of as building up 
my life.  However, I think your disclosing of me is guided by a 
more inclusive intention, for in addition to what I think of as 
building my life up you also make me aware of things I believe 
are negative and will tear my life down.  Make me aware that 
my thinking something about me is negative is not the truth 
about it, but is an evaluation of it, an evaluation that comes 
from someone in my past, an evaluation that itself may not be 
true.  Continue to make me aware of the judgments I inherited 
and which automatically operate within me, and awaken in me 
a willingness to consider the validity of what I judge. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 14:25-33 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 

RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 340 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 539 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:20  Conversation 
         12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for September 11, 2016 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28; Psalm 14; 
1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10. 

FYI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jenny Goldgur and Richard Egan. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Ordinary Time – 16th Sunday after Pentecost (Luke 14:25-33) 
 Most people think of Christianity as a way to behave, where the 
focus is on what we do. I am nudging us to have a different focus, 
where Christianity is a way to be related, the relationship being 
with God and oneself, and from there with others and the created 
order. The primary focus is on the way God relates to us, since this 
is the way we are taught how to relate to and act toward ourselves, 
and from there are taught how we relate to everything else. 
 The way God relates to us is counter-intuitive in that God is not 
initially interested in correcting what we do, but rather in 
comprehending what we do and why we do it, and in having us 
comprehend the same things. To facilitate such comprehension, 
God’s primary way of relating to us involves a peculiar kind of 
welcome and acceptance such that whatever we notice about 
ourselves is met with interest and curiosity, as something to be 
explored and eventually appreciated. Since our minds do not 
naturally work this way, and since we naturally tend toward being 
judgmental and evaluative, being welcoming, accepting and 
curious is something we have to exert effort to manifest. If God is 
the creator of insight, the one who initiates awareness and 
perception, when we perceive things about ourselves and notice 
that we judge and criticize what we perceive, the awareness that 
we are doing so will offer an opportunity to do otherwise, to 
consider welcoming and accepting what we have noticed and are 
evaluating. What is needed is to lean into God’s way of relating to 
us; we open to being curious about what we tend to judge, and 
watch what comes from and through this openness. God is 
constantly influencing us to cultivate this way of being related to 
ourselves. Over time, we will become more familiar with relating 
to ourselves in this way, and this way of relating will become more 
prevalent. We will then discover that we begin to relate to others 
in this same way—we become more curious and less evaluative. In 
this way we are given greater comprehension of ourselves and 
eventually of others. 
 What gets in the way of relating in this way is the way we were 
taught to relate as we grew up. We were taught to inhabit roles 
with ourselves and one another. We rarely relate to ourselves as 

we are, but more as who we think we should be or believe we are. 
What is left out of our self-awareness is what was discouraged by 
whoever raised us, and what is included is what was valued, even if 
what was discouraged is actually true of us and what was praised is 
not. God’s task is to modify the way we see and relate to ourselves 
so that we become more congruent. So, we get insights about 
ourselves, about who/how we actually are; in addition, we become 
aware when we judge these insights and ourselves for having them; 
as God brings all of this to our awareness, the opportunity to be 
more welcoming is presented as an invitation to explore what we 
have noticed. 
 We relate in the same way with the people in our family…we are 
taught the roles of being a parent, a spouse, a child, or a sibling…and 
we relate as the role indicates…not as we actually are or feel, but as 
we have been taught. Any insights that come to us to inform us that 
we are something that falls outside these roles tends to be 
negatively judged, and as we become aware of the judging, the 
opportunity is presented to be more welcoming toward the insight 
and to consider what it shows us about ourselves. 
 If we want to be more influenced by God, and to be more aware 
of the way we relate through roles rather than as the person we are, 
we need to “hate” the way we automatically inhabit the roles we 
inherited and internalized. The word translated as ‘hate” is a Greek 
word meaning “to detest,” and by extension “to love less.” The 
word “detest” comes from the root “three,” and the form of the 
root is “a third person standing by.” The idea in “detest” is that we 
get distance from or perspective on something so that we can 
separate from it and look at it. Hate is a feeling word, and we can 
see the value of “hate” as an emotion that helps us stand back from 
something and get distance from it so we can consider it. The idea 
here is that the influence of God is to help us become less attached 
to the roles through which we live, i.e. to love them less, and to 
become more receptive to the insights that disclose who we 
actually are, especially when who we actually are falls outside these 
roles. God makes us aware of how judgmental we are of anything 
that falls outside the roles, thereby creating an opportunity to 
explore what is outside the roles. 



We will also come to hate life itself. The word translated as “life” 
is a Greek word meaning “breath.” The implication of the word is 
“spirit” in the sense of what animates us. There are several Greek 
words translated as life, and this particular one refers to having 
experiences and feelings. What we come to “love less” is the way 
we are habitually persuaded to experience and perceive ourselves 
as being the roles we inherited and internalized, only the roles and 
nothing other or more. 
 I think that to be open to the influence of God is accurately 
portrayed as “carrying the/our cross,” where the word “cross” is a 
figure of speech meaning “exposure to death.” It is exposure to 
death in the sense that our self-image is modified, or maybe even 
destroyed. We are all attached to the roles with which we have 
lived since childhood, and through which we have lived since 
childhood. As these are modified we will experience the loss of a 
familiar friend and as our being denied something we have always 
known and cherished. This text reminds us that this journey will ask 
us to “give up our possessions,” that is “to say adieu” to the thing 
that is the most real to us, to which we hold tightly, and which 
possesses us; namely the identity that developed in our childhood 
and the way that identity is reconstructed each day. If we choose 
to go on this journey, it is best if we know what is involved so that 
when what the journey contains becomes real we can recognize it. 
Also, it is helpful if we know what is involved so that when the 
journey gets difficult we understand that we have not missed the 
mark. 

[Jim Robie, 9-2-16, 16th Sunday after Pentecost in cycle C, Luke 14:25-33] 

 


